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Third World Petroleum Congress

The organization of a congress like the Third
World Petroleum Congress, to be held in The Hague,
Holland, from 28th May to 6th June 1951, requires
much internal planning before the full details can
be placed before the public.

It is, therefore, with much pleasure that we can
now give some further details of the organization
of this congress, which we expect, will be the most
important post-war gathering of the world’s oil
experts.

It will be remembered that on two occasions a
World Petroleum Congress has been held, the first
in London in 1934, the second in Paris in 1937. The
initiative for these congresses was taken by a Per-
manent Council composed of delegates from several
countries. The present Permanent Council will be
composed of delegates from the U.8.A., Great
Britain, France, Canada, Venezuela, Belgium and
the Netherlands. The chairman is Colonel Louis
Pineau of Paris, the secretary Mr D. A.Hough
of London.

In May 1949 this Council decided to hold the
Third World Petroleum Congress. Its organization
was first offered to representatives of the U.S.A.
who declined, however, in view of the fact that the
U.S.A. is already entertaining many congresses in
this field. The Council thereupon resolved that this
Third Congress should take place in the Nether-
lands.

The Petroleum Section of the Netherlands Royal
Institute of Engineers in The Hague was invited
to organize the Congress. They accepted this invi-
tation after securing the support of the Netherlands
oil industry. As a consequence the ,Organizing
Committee of the Third World Petroleum Congress”
was formed with Mr G. A. Tuyl Schuitema-
ker as chairman, treasurer Mr J. A. Beukers
and secretary Mr J. W. Zwartsenberg (30,
Carel van Bylandtlaan, The Hague).

The congress will be held in The Hague-
Scheveningen, commencing on 28th May, 1951, and
will last up to 6th June. The members of the
congress will be accommodated at the main hotels
in The Hague-Scheveningen. The sessions of the

BERICHTEN VAN ALLERLEI AARD.

various sections of the congress will be held in
three halls of the Kurhaus Hotel.

National committees are being formed in each
country to invite, collect and screen reports from
their country. These reports (each accompanied by
a summary) will finally be forwarded to the Organ-
izing Committee in the Netherlands. The official
languages at the congress will be English and
French and all reports have to be submitted in one
of these languages or in both. It is intended to send
preprints of the reports to Members of the Congress
before 1st March, 1951.

The purpose of the Congress will be to focus
attention on the present position of science and
technique in the petroleum industry. In principle
there will be ten master sections at the Congress :

Geology, Geophysics, Geochemistry;

Drilling and 0il Production;

Physical Technology;

Oil processes involving chemical conversions;
Production of chemicals from petroleum, their
properties and applications;

Measurement and Control, Testing, Chemical
Analysis;

7. Utilization of oil products;

8. Comstruction of equipment, materials,

rosion;

9. Transport, storage, distribution;

10. Economics, statistics, documentation.

These sections will discuss papers submitted by
petroleum experts of international standing. The
General Reporter of a given section will read
abstracts from the papers under consideration, and
suggest topics for discussion. These discussions and
the conclusions reached will also be published in
the Proceedings of the Congress.

Those taking part in the Congress will find an
opportunity of studying the Netherlands — not
only by excursions fo its petroleum and other
industries, but also by tourist trips to typical Dutch
towns and rural districts. A ladies’ committee will
arrange for the reception and entertainment of lady
visitors during their stay in the Netherlands. A
pamphlet, giving full particulars, will be available
in the beginning of 1950.
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